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St. Francis prays . . . 
I will rejoice 
at my tribulations and infirmities 
and be strong in the Lord, 
at all times giving thanks to God the Father 
and to his only Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
for the great grace he has given me 
in deigning to assure me, 
his unworthy servant, 
while I am still alive, 
that his kingdom will be mine. 
 
(St. Francis, Mirror of Perfection C) 
 

Fraternity Schedule 
JULY 
4 - INDEPENDENCE DAY 
17 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PL  
        Prayer – Sue Meeting in person & Zoom  
        Ongoing Formation (Chapt 35) - Wendy 
         Treats – Ed Vierling 
25– COUNCIL MEETING, 7:00pm, Zoom 
 
AUGUST 
3-7 – OFS 20th QUINQUENNIAL CONGRESS  
           Phoenix, Arizona 
10 – TRANSITUS OF ST CLARE,  
         Assisi Heights Chapel, Rochester, MN.  
11 – FEAST OF ST CLARE OF ASSISI  
15 – ASSUMPTION BVM 
21 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
        Prayer – Bonnie Meeting in person & Zoom 
        Ongoing Formation (Quin Report) – Mary+ 
        Treats – Amy & Steve 
 
SEPTEMBER 
5 – LABOR DAY 
11 – GRANDPARENT’S DAY 
XX – COUNCIL MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PL  
18 – COME & SEE PICNIC, 3-5:30pm, FRH, PL  
        Warm welcome to visitors  
         Picnic items provided by us 
24 – ALL REGIONAL FALL GATHERING,9am-3pm,             
.       sponsored by St Thomas Moore Fraternity                    
.        “Building the Kingdom of God by Building the                     
.           Bonds of Fraternity” by Fr. Matthew Malik, OFM       

            St. Bonaventure Church, Bloomington, MN        
 

Franciscan of the Month              
Blessed Angeline of Marsciano (1374-1435) 
founded the first community of Franciscan 
women other than Poor Clares to receive papal 
approval.  Born into a noble family, she made a 
vow of perpetual chastity while still a young 
woman.  Though she married the Duke of 
Civitella after this vow, he respected her vow 
during the marriage.  His death ended the 
marriage after only two years.  Angeline then 
joined the Secular Franciscan Order and 
formed a community of women to care for the 
sick, poor, widows and orphans.  Her 
community of Third Order sisters received 
papal approval in 1397, after which she 
established fifteen similar communities 
throughout Italy.  She died on July 14,1435 and 
was beautified in 1825.  
 
Quinquennial Congress OFS 
Mary, Cindy, and Wendy will attend the Quin 
and represent our fraternity in Phoenix, AZ 
August 3-7. This is our 20th Congress in the 
USA which meets every 5 years celebrating 
800 years as a Franciscan religious order. 
They will participate in lectures, talks, and 
discussions as well as service projects. At our 
August meeting, they will present highlights of 
their experience for ongoing formation. 
 
Rejoice  
in the heat of July!  The days are long and 
frequently sultry, and the rain tends to come 
only occasionally though an intense 
thunderstorm.  A month like this reminds us 
how variable our Minnesota climate is.  Despite 
the warmth, rain, snow, and chill throughout 
the year, and regardless of our oscillating 
moods, we need to keep the constant glow of 
God and his Saints always in our hearts.  That, 
after all, was Francis’ great gift. 
                                            Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 



 

Keeping in touch...       May 2022 meeting report 

Eleven people and Spiritual Assistant Alan Weier joined our hybrid meeting on June 12. Our newly 
elected minister Mary Higgins noted Steve Schier’s years of leadership and dedication as minister of 
Our Lady of Consolation Fraternity. Mary opened the gathering with the OFS Prayer for Vocations. 
Cindy Boggs led our fraternity prayer focused on the Praises of St. Francis of Assisi in song, 
meditation, and prayers of petition, based on the teaching of St. Francis.   
Mary Ann LeMay facilitated the discussion of chapter 34 of “To Live as Francis Lived.” Being Christ to 
others means we must strive to see Christ in them and to love Christ in them. 
We had a brief business meeting. The minister gave the treasurer’s report. 
Beginning Balance: 3003.51. 
Expenses: Q of P Regional Minister’s meeting 608.00 
Newsletter (first half) 123.25 
Spiritual Assistant Stipend (first half) 234.40 
Remaining Balance: 2037.86    Future expense: Come and See meal  
 

OLD BUSINESS: Advertising for the Come and See has been set up with the Catholic Spirit for three 
issues. Members are asked to request advertising in their parish bulletins. Mary reminded members 
to wear their Tau Crosses and to invite folks to our Come and See in September. 
Mary and Alan reported on the Regional meeting. This is the year for the National Region’s visitation. 
Joshua, a councilor for the National OFS, was the official fraternal visitor. He gave an inspiring 
message to the group on the power of the Holy Spirit with surprises, never dreamed of.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: The first Secular Franciscan All-Region Gathering is planned for Sept. 24 in 
Bloomington, MN. Father Mallak OFM Conv will be the speaker. Cost is $25.                                                                  
Fr. Casey Cole and Fr. Tito, Franciscans friars, will be visiting in the Minneapolis, St. Paul area. They 
want to visit with Secular Franciscans from the area at Immaculate Conception Church in Minneapolis 
on June 25. 
 
Submitted by Paula Spranger, Secretary 
    
 
 

A Note from Mary on the Come and See: 
 

We need to continue to pray and work for the success of our Come and See in September. Please 
consider asking your parish to put a notice in the weekly bulletin. If it could be run more than once, 
that would be ideal, but if only one time, August may be the best month. Even if your parish is quite a 
distance from the retreat center, it might be worth submitting a notice, because we could refer people 
to a closer fraternity if they show interest. Bonnie inspires me. Her parish typically will not allow 
outside groups to post items in their bulletin, but she scheduled an appointment with her pastor to talk 
to him about how the secular Franciscans are active, faith-filled parishioners and to ask him to allow a 
notice. Other things you could do are display one of our tri-folds with info about the fraternity or pass 
out a brochure to someone who is interested. I will have flyers to post available at the July meeting. 
Please contact me if want to use the trifold or some brochures.  952-240-1604  mjgh5174@gmail.com  
 

Here is the text you could submit to a bulletin:  
 

WHAT ARE SECULAR FRANCISCANS? -- The Secular Franciscan fraternity at the Prior Lake 
Retreat Center invites you to a “come and see” meal with fellowship and fun on Sunday, September 
18 from 3 to 5:30 pm.   It's FREE and everyone is welcome, including children. Join us at 16385 Saint 
Francis Lane, Prior Lake, MN.  For more information or if you plan to attend, call Mary Higgins at 952-
240-1604. 
 

Colleen Striegel - July 
20                                                                                                              


